
Forest Certification – an 
overview

Certification of further private woodlands will 
be required in the coming years as timber 
processors source increasing quantities of 
roundwood from private forests. 
 
Ireland exports approximately 80% of all our timber products, 
and our export markets for these products require them to 
be certified. Under the two main international certification 
schemes, timber processors can take in a maximum of 30% of 
uncertified wood from sustainably managed sources in their 
log supply to be permitted to label their output as certified. In 
the coming years, many timber processors will be taking in 
more than this proportion of wood from private forests and 
hence the need for certification. 
 
Forest certification is a system that verifies forests are 
managed to a defined best practice and sustainable standard 
leading to a certificate issued by a recognised independent 
party.  
 
Forest certification schemes aim to ensure that the law is 
being adhered to; health and safety standards are being met; 
good forest management is being practised; activity in the 
forest has no negative impact on existing flora and fauna; and 
that where feasible, efforts are being made to increase 
biodiversity. 
 
To check that these objectives are being met, auditors will look 
for verifiable evidence at the time of a certification 
audit/inspection. For forest owners and/or their managers this 
means good record keeping. 
 
There are currently two international forest certification 
standards employed in Ireland, both of which are currently due 
to be revised in the coming year. This should give Irish 
stakeholders the opportunity to review these standards with 
a view to what is working and what aspects of the standards 
clearly have to be looked at again, particularly for smaller 
forest owners.  Some definitions, such as the definition for 
Forest Management Unit (Woodland Management Unit) may 
have to be revisited as the Irish definition appears to be 
unnecessarily narrow compared to other national standards.  

Mechteld Schuller

45

FORESTRY AND TIMBER YEARBOOK 2019

Forest certification is a system that verifies 
forests are managed to a defined best 
practice and sustainable standard leading 
to a certificate issued by a recognised 
independent party. 
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Since the last national Certification Standards were drafted, 
the Forestry Act 2014 has been commenced in addition to 
various Forestry Requirements and Guidelines which have 
been updated or replaced. Many of the references to UK 
documentation and websites in the Irish Standards can now 
be replaced by Irish equivalents. For example, the Health & 
Safety Authority have updated and replaced many of the safety 
leaflets for forestry and recently launched a suite of Irish 
Forestry Safety Guides (IFSG) that should now be referenced 
in the Irish Standards. 
 
The revision of the Irish standards should also take the 
opportunity to engage with various sectors of stakeholders 
who should be made aware of obligations on their part when 
undertaking activities in certified forests. For example, Hunting 
and Shooting in certified forests, can only be undertaken 
where the forest owner has given written permission and 
where the shooting or hunting parties verify that they have 
the required insurance and shooting/hunting permits, licences 
and qualifications and confirm that they will comply with 
certification requirements as outlined by the forest owner in 
the written agreement.  
 
Engagement with organisations such as the National Hunting 
Association and Deer Alliance at stakeholder level could 
ensure that their members will be made aware of the 
requirements before the forest owner has to request the 

Minister of State at the 
Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine  (DAFM) Andrew 
Doyle (centre) presented Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) group 
certification to the North East 
Forestry Group  (NEFG) and the 
Forest Owners Co-operative 
Society (FOCS) in  the Royal 
Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, 
30th April 2018. Front row: Áine 
Woods, Martin Barrett, Martin 
Oakes and John Sherlock  (NEFG), 
Mechteld Schuller, Commercial 
Forestry Services (CFS), Minister 
Doyle, Phil Webb and Paul Sandys 
(UKFCG), Tim McCarthy (FOCS), 
John Casey (Teagasc), Patrick 
Barrett (DAFM), Linda Coghlan 
(The Forestry Company). Second 
row: John Woods (NEFG), John 
Roche (The Forestry Company), 
Hugh McMahon, Gerard Sheridan 
and Brian White ((NEFG), Donal 
Whelan (CFS),  Joseph Kilmartin  
(NEFG), Andy Grundy (Soil 
Association Certification), Des 
Drew and Peter Farrelly (NEFG),  
William Melville, Michael Greany 
and Albert Kelly (FOCS). 
Pic credit:  Joanna O'Malley



required documentation. Communications with stakeholders 
at the revision stage of the Irish standards should ensure 
greater support for such measures. It is also important that 
the revised standards are practical to implement by the forest 
owners/managers. 
 
The role of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
in forest certification procedures should also be developed. 
Irish Certification Standards have specifically assigned the role 
to NPWS of engaging with forest owners on the management 
of forests in environmentally designated areas. 
 
There is administration and paperwork with associated costs 
involved in the forest certification process. The administrative 
and cost burden of forest certification, however, should not 
necessarily rest with the forest owners alone. There is a case 
to be made that where industry requires certified timber, in 
some way the costs to owners should be recognised by 
reflecting these in roundwood prices paid to those who have 
invested in attaining forest certification.  
 
Potentially, the best way forward could be where the cost of 
certification could be shared amongst all involved in the forest 
sector and industry, growers, sawmills and timber processors 
and the State. Forest certification of our private forest estate 
will take time and resources and a concerted effort must be 
made between all parties. There is now a need to develop our 
expertise around Certification and further work must be 
undertaken on how best to achieve economies of scale so as 
to reduce the costs of forest certification.  
 
The key to certification is putting in place a robust 
management system for recording and monitoring all activities 
in the forest. The DAFM funded pilot project, undertaken by a 
consortium led by CFS Ltd. have put in place a system for 
Group Certification of private growers which was successfully 
completed in April 2018 resulting in two forest grower groups 
achieving forest certification, thereby doubling the total 
number of such Forest Management Certificates in Ireland.  
 
An outline flowchart for a Group Certification process is 
outlined opposite. 

Mechteld Schuller 
M.Agr.Sc.(Forestry) 
Director and Project Manager CFS Ltd.
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The key to certification is putting in place a 
robust management system for recording 
and monitoring all activities in the forest. 
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